This introduction to the 1987 NIEHS-EPA Symposium on the Health Effects of Acid Aerosols reviews the state of our knowledge on this topic as of the close of the 1984 NIEHS Conference on the Health Effects of Acid Precipitation (Environmental Health Perspectives, Volume 63) and the results of some key studies completed since that time. These studies, together with the results of the studies presented in the papers that follow, provide a substantial increment in our knowledge of the health effects of acid aerosols.
Introduction
This Symposium on the Health Effects of Acid Aerosols is taking place 3 years after the NIEHS Conference on Health Effects of Acid Precipitation. The earlier conference, also convened at the NIEHS, covered the effects of acid precipitation on mobilization, transport, and speciation of toxic metals, the impact of acid precipitation on metals toxicity, and the health effects of inhaled acid aerosols. Its proceedings were published in Environmental Health Perspectives, Volume 63. This symposium was organized to help the sponsors (NIEHS and EPA), the larger scientific community, and Congress address and assess the expanding data base on the effects of inhaled acid aerosols.
To the extent that we can place the emerging exposure and effects data into a broader perspective on the public health consequences of current and future exposures, we can help the sponsors identify data gaps, research needs, and the possible need for a primary national ambient air quality standard for acid aerosols. To this end, we depend on the skills and insights of the rapporteurs of our half-day sessions on Exposure, Epidemiology, Toxicology, and Acute H u m a n Responses to present integrations and interpretations of the presentations in their sessions. We will also benefit from an evaluation of the potential uses and limitations of the current data base on acidic aerosols for risk assessment by Roy E. Albert (1 Other recent work not being reported at this sym- most consistently and significantly associated with the reported SMSA-specific total annual mortality rates, whereas TSP and IP were often nonsignificant predictors of mortality. These results are summarized in Table 3 and Figure 1 . Figure 2 is 
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